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COURSE 
UNDERSTANDING SAFETY DATA SHEETS 

CBT on-line available 
 
Purpose 
This is a quick short course on what is involved when reading safety data sheets (SDS). 

It doesn't tell you how to create or write a safety data sheet but it does go through the components 
that make up a SDS and the applicability of a SDS. 

Great for people who are asked to get a SDS and read it even though they are not chemists or 
chemical professionals. 

 
What you get 
This course will help you understand the components of a safety data sheet (SDS), identify the 16 
sections required for a SDS and address what the GHS system relates to in regards to a SDS. 

It is a short overview of the SDS requirements in regards to applicability (Do I really need a SDS?), 
legality and content. 

Covered: 
 Background 
 When is a SDS required 
 How long is a SDS valid 
 What is GHS (Globally harmonized system for the classification and labelling of hazardous 

chemicals) 
 What is required in the 16 Sections of a SDS 

 
Courses remain active for 2 years and therefore should be completed within this time frame.  You 
can come and go from the course as much as you want without losing any progress, but the end of 
course assessment must be done in one sitting. 

 
Course Qualification and Recognition 
There is no course approval requirement from any competent authority for this short course. 

However to show that you have done the course and understood the material, we ask you to 
complete a short end of course assessment so we can provide you a certification of completion. 

 
Target Audience 
This course is suitable for people involved with transporting dangerous goods who are asked to 
obtain a SDS.   
People handling and using hazardous workplace chemicals and those who just want to know 
what a SDS is all about. 
 
Level of Competency 
No previous knowledge or experience is required to complete the course.  A basic level of 
English and computer skills is needed.   
 
Availability     
 Online training (1-2 hours approx.) 
 Classroom training (on request) 

Course Fee (see course schedule)  
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A Quick Syllabus 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Background  
Quick synopsis 
 

SDS VALIDITY 
    
GOODS NOT REQUIRED TO HAVE AN SDS 

Example 
                       
HAZARDOUS Vs DANGEROUS 
 
SAFETY DATA SHEETS 

Introduction 
Section 1 – 16 Requirements/overview 
Summary 
 

Incorporating 
GHS QUICK OVERVIEW  

Pictograms 
Terms 
Hazards – Physical, Health & Environmental 
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COURSES  
General Information 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

You can nominate to attend a course by email (admin@airsafe.com.au), telephone, fax 
or registering online through airsafe.com.au.  Confirmation of your booking will be sent 
once your nomination is received.  We can invoice or accept credit cards for payment of 
course fees, just tell us what suits you best. 

Unscheduled Courses  
We try to cater for your needs and frequently schedule extra courses to meet demand. 
Please ask us if you have any special requests and we will do our utmost to meet your 
needs.   

Help Line 
We understand that some people don’t deal with safety data sheets all the time, so we 
offer a free help line to help with those difficult questions.  If we can’t answer your 
question, we usually have access to someone who can.   
 

 (08) 9277 6968 (within Australia) 
(+61 8) 9277 6968 (outside Australia) 

Email: help@airsafe.com.au 
 
General Information  
The courses offered by AIRSAFE are training programs, where the objective is to 
develop, maintain, or improve employment related skills of our participants.   
Each course has set Objectives and the Method of Training is in lecture form, 
encouraging discussion and involvement.  The Outcome of the program is that 
participants acquire working knowledge and the ability to perform tasks and achieve set 
objectives.   
Course fees include all training and resource material.  To cancel or defer from 
classroom courses you must notify us at latest two working days before the course 
begins.  Refunds for cancellations made after this time are at the discretion of the 
management. 

 
Note:  Training venues may change, and all participants will be notified. Check the AIRSAFE 
website for current training venues. 

 


